In the first place, the digital computing machine can't read books, charts, and graphs. All of the numerical information it has access to must either be stored in its memory, which may be quite limited, or be fed into its memory as required.
On the other hand, the digital computing machine can do vast quantities of simple arithmetic very quickly and efficiently. P-424
• For these reasons, an obvious means of functional representation for the Machine is that of using coapact analytical approxiaations that can be evaluated easily in terns of basic machine operations.
It was quite apparent that a great deal of consideration would be given to the subject of polynomial approximation, and this has indeed turned out to be the case. 
